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Basics
Layers of Understanding

“Do you understand what you are reading?”  Philip asked
“How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?”

Acts 8:30-31
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B BASIC

I INSTRUCTIONS

B BEFORE

L LEAVING

E EARTH

B A S I C S
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Bible Basics
I. Welcoming

God is good, all the time.  All the time, God is good.  

Jesus Christ is the one who brings us  together –
we are all one in Jesus Christ.

You were one of us… 
before you first stepped through the door!

II. Joys & Concerns
Rejoice with those who rejoice; 
mourn with those who mourn.

Romans12:16

III. Opening Prayer
Dear Lord,

Open our eyes to see Your blessings
Open our ears to hear Your word

Open our minds to Your understanding
And open our hearts and fill them with Your love.

Amen

Your eyes have never seen, 
your ears have never heard, 

you cannot imagine 
the greatness and wonders 
God has in store for you.

1 Corinthians 2:9
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IV. Opening of the Bible

We open this Bible to remind us 
that all talks here are based on scripture.

In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God.
John 1:1

V. Lighting of the Candle
We light this candle to remind us that God is with us.

“For where two or three come together in my 
name, there am I with them.”

Matthew 18:20

For you were once darkness, 
but now you are light in the Lord.  

Live as children of light.
Ephesians 5:8
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VI. Voluntary opportunity to share your faith.

VII. The Lesson

VIII. Make a Joyful Noise

IX. Closing Prayer
Olyn Rule: Hold hands as a symbol of unity with God and with one another.

X. Benediction
As you leave this place,

May the living Lord go with you.
5

May he go behind you, to encourage you,

Beside you, to befriend you in obedient ministry,

Above you, to watch over you,

Beneath you, to lift you from your sorrows,

Within you, to give you the gifts of 
faith, hope, and love,

And always before you… to show you the way.

And all God’s people said, Amen.

Dr. Blair Monie’s traditional benediction, 
Senior Pastor of Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church.
I believe that the best thing about Blair’s Benediction 

is that you don’t leave God at church; God goes home with you!
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Pray that all of your actions 
will be guided by your faith

in Jesus Christ.
Philippians 4:8-9

Pray for the willingness and ability
to share your faith with others.

Matthew 28:18-20

Pray that we will follow Christ command
to reach the lost and to serve the needy.

2 Corinthians 5:18

I do not like “Mission Statements.”
But if I were to have a “Mission Statements” this would be it.
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Almighty and everlasting God,
in whom we live and move and have our being,

you created us for yourself,
so that our hearts are restless 

until they find rest in you.

Grant to us such piety of heart 
and strength of purpose 

that no selfish passion may hinder us 
from knowing your will,

and no weakness from doing it.

In your light may we see life clearly
and in your service find perfect freedom;

through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen

Book of Worship 1965 Alt.
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Bible Basics Goals

1. To help everyone to have a closer relationship with God.

2. To help people who do not have a church home to find a new  
church home.

3. To encourage people of faith to invite outsiders to their church 
home; and to obey Christ’s Great Commission.

4. To work as a tool to evangelize, witness, and testify to the Lord.

5. To work as an educational tool for people who are new to the 
faith and as a review, renewal, and reaffirmation for those who 
are mature in their faith.

6. To help us to discover our hidden talents and gifts; to tread into 
deeper waters, and to go beyond our comfort zone.

7. To encourage people to daily prayer, devotionals, daily reading 
of the Bible, and to look up scripture in the Bible; to adopt a 
Bible and to have “Faith Emergency Kits” available.

8. To encourage everyone to take the Disciple Bible Study Class or 
to create or join a small Bible Study Group.

9. To encourage everyone to read The Purpose Driven Life by Rick 
Warren.

10. To encourage believers into action and to do good deeds.

Now that you know these things, 
you will be blessed if you do them.

John 13:17



Bible Basics...                                         Layers of Understanding12

Candy and Color Definitions

The colorful candies are not a whim of overindulgence, or 
extravagance of being selfish and greedy, or trying to impress 
people.  This feast of candies is a visual symbol of “our cup runnith 
over,” how God’s blessings are overflowing.  The candies are used 
as a visual symbol of God’s abundant love and grace.  The colors 
help us to see and recognize the wonders, the blessings, and the 
miracles of God in our everyday life.  We do not want to be 
“spiritually colorblind.”
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In everything give thanks.
1 Thessalonians 5:18

Be joyful always, 
pray continuously, 

give thanks in all circumstances, 
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 adapted

The story goes that there was a rich millionaire who was going to 
be interviewed by a reporter at a fancy restaurant one fine evening.  
When the limousine arrived the chauffeur opened the door for the 
millionaire and the reporter.  The doorman was preparing to open 
the door for them when the millionaire looked down and spied an 
old penny on the sidewalk.  He stopped, stooped down, and picked 
up the penny, and put it in his pocket, and then went inside the 
opened door.

Later while the two were eating their dinner the reporter asked, “I 
don’t understand.  I just have to ask you – Why did you stop and 
bend down to pick up a penny when you have millions and millions 
of dollars?

The millionaire replied that God had blessed him and that when he 
saw the penny on the ground he felt that it was another blessing, a 
Gift from God, and that it would be arrogant to walk over a blessing 
sent from God!  
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We too should be humble.  We should not be so arrogant or fast 
and in a hurry to pass by a blessing from God.  Like this millionaire 
we need to stop, humbly bend our knees, bow our head.  We need 
to remember where our blessings come from.   We need to pick up 
and accept these blessings, which God gives to us so freely.  Then 
we need to place these blessings in the pockets of our hearts and 
hold on to them dearly.  

Then we need to remember to give thanks to God in all 
circumstances for all of our blessings… even the little ones.

No matter how dark the storm
No matter how dark the problem

No matter how dark and deep the sorrow,
We always have Hope.

God Provides.
Our Light, our Hope, and our Faith is in Jesus Christ.

Feeding of the 5000
When they had all had enough to eat, Jesus said to his disciples,
“Gather the pieces that are left over.  Let nothing be wasted.”

John 6:12

The Jews remembered how God had provided Manna in the desert 
for 40 years.  Bread was considered sacred to the Jews, a Gift from 
God    From the scripture of John 6:12, Bible Basics at Northgate 
UMC we now have Piggy Banks where we are saving pennies 

(“Let nothing be wasted.”)
which are all donated, to the Heifer Foundation

Heifer Project International
(Donations for charities may change yearly!)

1 World Avenue, Little Rock, AR/USA 72202
Tel.: (800) 422-0474 |

www.heiferfoundation.org
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Let the morning bring me word of your 
everlasting love, for I have put my trust 
in you.  Show me the way I should go, 
for to you I lift up my soul.

Psalm 143:8
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Grace
“No one can come to me unless the Father 

who sent me draws him.”       
John 6:44

Everyone who listens to the Father 
and learns from him comes to me.

John 6:45

“I am the way 
and the truth and the life.

No one comes to the Father 
except through me.”

John 14:6
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God was thinking of you …
long before you were thinking of Him

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
and before you were born I consecrated you.”

Jeremiah 1:5

Grace is God’s Gifts to us that we did not deserve or earn.

"My Grace is sufficient for thee."
2 Corinthians 12:10

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no 
one can boast. 10For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to 
do.  Ephesians 2:8
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"We love him, because he first loved us."
1 John 4:19

The presence of God’s love and grace are with us for our lifetime; 
before we were born, the days of our lives, at the moment of death, 
and even salvation through Christ, life everlasting after our death.  

“…To grasp how wide and how long and high and deep is the love 
of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge –        
that you may be filled to the measure of the fullness of God”     

Ephesians 3:18

Your love has captured me.   There is no turning back now… You 
have brought me too far.  I am far from where I started… But I still 
have a long, long way to go.

O How I love Jesus

Grace Upon Grace by Gregory S. Neal 
is an extraordinary look at God’s Grace.

www.revneal.org

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Epistle_of_John
http://www.revneal.org/
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Recognizing God in our Everyday life.
Grace is God’s Gifts to us that we did not deserve, earn, or merit.

The Colors help us to see and recognize the wonders,
the blessings, and the miracles of God in our everyday life.

We do not want to be “spiritually colorblind.”

The Royal 
Priesthood of 

Christ

Prevenient Grace 
God enabling us to come to His calling.

The Living Water 
 Baptism in Water

Saving Justifying Grace
When we repent and profess Jesus Christ as our 
Savior, we receive God’s forgiveness, and we 
begin a new Christian Life.

Spiritual Growth
Sanctifying Grace
This is where we try to be “Christ” like. 
Growing in Christ.

The Light
of the World

For you were once darkness,
but now you are light in the Lord.  

Live as children of light.
Ephesians 5:8

Warmth of God’s 
Love

Assurance 
Assurance of faith and salvation 
through Jesus Christ.

Orange you glad you have assurance?

Righteousness 
through the blood 

of Christ

Glorifying Grace 
Glorifying grace is the presence of God's grace 
with us at the moment of death.  Christ has 
prepared a place for us in heaven.

White represents the sinless pure virgin birth and Jesus the unblemished 
sinless Lamb of God.

Gold represents the Preciousness, the greatest of all gifts, the Gift from God 
to us; Jesus Christ.
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Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul

and with all your strength.
These commandments that I give you today

are to be upon your hearts.
Impress them on your children….

Tie them as symbols on your hands
and bind them on your foreheads.

Write them on the doorframes of your houses
and on your gates.

Deuteronomy 6:5-9 adapted

Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; 
meditate on it day and night, 

so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. 
Then you will be prosperous and successful.

Joshua 1:8

“There are only two ways to live 
your life.  One is as though 
nothing is a miracle.  The other 
is as though everything is a 
miracle.” 

– Albert Einstein
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The Seasons of the Church Year
Advent 
The beginning of the church new year (any day between November 
27 and December 3; always contains four Sundays; ends Christmas 
Eve), The traditional color is Purple (violet), blue is gaining 
popularity.

Christmas
Begins Christmas Day and last for 12 days.  The liturgical color is 
white.

Epiphany
Begins the first Sunday in January and varies in length depending 
on the date set for Easter.  It last until Septuagesima Sunday, 64 
days before Easter.  For the first and last Sundays, the liturgical 
color is white, for Ash Wednesday, it is purple, and for the other 
days it is green.

Lent
The season lasting forty-six days beginning Ash Wednesday and 
ending the eve of Easter.  The liturgical color is purple (violet).  On 
Good Friday, black is substituted.

Easter
Begins on Easter Sunday and continues fifty days until Pentecost.  
The liturgical color is white.

Pentecost
Begins the “fiftieth day” after Easter and is the longest season of 
the church year.  It last until the first Sunday of Advent.  The 
liturgical color is red;

Trinity, Christ the King, All Saints Day is white.  The 
liturgical color for all other Sundays following Pentecost Sunday is 
green.




