
The Ultimate Gift Study Guide

 Every good and perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father 

of the heavenly lights, 
who does not change like shifting shadows.

James 1:17

Basics
Layers of Understanding
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www.bible-basics-layers-of-understanding.com

Jim Stoval did NOT write the Bible Basics…   The 
Ultimate Gift Study Guide..  In no way do we imply that 
this book was written by Jim Stovall, authorized, 
endorsed, or affiliated with the author.  

The Bible Basics… Ultimate Gift Study Guide was 
written by lay-people who love God; written for lay-
people who love God.  

The Bible Basics… Ultimate Gift Study Guide was 
written to coincide with the The Ultimate Gift written by 
Jim Stovall to enhance the reading and study of Mr. 
Stovall’s book, which we highly recommend.

Thank you,
Osten Aune
Bible Basics… Layers of Understanding

http://www.bible-basics-layers-of-understanding.com/
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1. Take notes; write in this book!

2. This is not the all-comprehensive study book; it’s up to you to write 
the new chapters!

3. Some chapters are shorter than others.  This does not mean that 
they are less important!  It is your turn to add to them!

4. Ray shared The Ultimate Gift with us at Bible Basics.  Now it is 
our turn to share with you.  Many gifts are more valuable not kept 
to ourselves, but shared with others! 

- Osten
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The Ultimate Gift 
I.  In the Beginning

II.  A Voice from the Past

III.  The Gift of Work

IV.  The Gift of Money 

V.  The Gift of Friends

VI.  The Gift of Learning

VII.  The Gift of Problems

VIII.  The Gift of Family

IX.  The Gift of Laughter

X.  The Gift of Dreams

XI.  The Gift of Giving

XII.  The Gift of Gratitude

XIII.  The Gift of a Day

XIV.  The Gift of Love

XV.  The Ultimate Gift
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What “The Ultimate Gift” Did To Me

For years and years, I have been an avid reader. Mostly fiction, mostly 
adventure, serials. Good authors could paint a very vivid picture and away we 
would go to far off lands and new scenarios. Never in my wildest dreams did I 
ever think that a little book like T.U.G. (The Ultimate Gift) would take me on 
my wildest and most meaningful ride ever.

T.U.G. came into my hands after my wife, Shirley, had read it. She had gotten it 
from a fellow teacher who had gotten it from a student of hers whose parents 
were friends of the author. (Whew, already gone a few places haven’t we?) It 
looked to be a very quick read, as it really isn’t very thick, so I proceeded to 
read while trying to go to sleep. 

I need to regress here for a moment and paint YOU a picture of where I was in 
my life. I had had extensive cancer surgery a few months earlier, I was having 
difficulty swallowing solid foods, I could not get comfortable in bed, life really 
was a very deep inhalation of air. HOWEVER: I was still around, alive and 
kicking, with a good probability of a good future in front of us. My family and 
friends of my family, my friends and friends of my friends, my church family 
and friends of our church family had done some serious praying to help guide us 
through some pretty rough times. And the prayers were working. My body just 
wasn’t going to respond the way I wanted it to (those who know me well, know 
that I don’t have a lot of that word that doctors and nurses have, but is spelled
differently), but I was told to “Cowboy Up” (similar to “Git-R-Done”). 

So, anyway, there I am on my first night’s read of T.U.G.  Oh my gosh! I could 
not put it down! I read until the wee hours of the morning, going back over a 
paragraph or chapter, just to ensure that I had really read what I was seeing. 
How much had I overlooked in my life? How much did I take for granted? I had 
“known” before that God had given me my life to live on for hopefully many 
years. But when I read T.U.G. I realized that I hadn’t yet begun to appreciate 
what I had. Each chapter was like a cartoon light going off over my head. While 
not as self-centered, selfish, and spoiled as Jason, I certainly could be accused of 
not seeing what was right in front of me. I hadn’t thought of how much of my 
life was a gift. I hadn’t thought of my life AS a gift.  I eventually dropped off to 
sleep that morning, ready to try to take on the new day with a new attitude. I 
couldn’t wait for night to come so I could keep on reading. Yep, finished it that 
second night. I re-read it a couple of times to absorb the lessons of T.U.G.
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Since then, Shirley and I have widened the circle of T.U.G. by giving copies to 
other family members in other cities, friends in other cities. We have given 
copies to my surgeon and oncologist. We covered it with our Sunday School 
class that has been together for 20+ years. You could see ‘lights’ going off over 
their heads also. Then I had the opportunity to start taking it even further in our 
church by covering a chapter a week in another, younger, class. After 
approximately 30 weeks of covering this with two groups of adults, I had firmly 
gotten my head around what lessons were not only from T.U.G., but also from 
God. Yeah, right!

Osten asking me to bring these lessons to the weekly Bible Basics class was a 
fantastic opportunity to continue spreading through our church. Through all of 
these sessions, I learned so much more than what I was reading, what 
visualizations I had in my mind.  I have learned this from the interactions with 
those who have open minds, open eyes, and open hearts. We would read a 
chapter or two a week and then discuss how we had seen the same things in our 
lives and of those around us. We discussed readings from the Bible, a NON-
fiction book that said exactly what this fictional story was telling. Shirley and I 
had the opportunity to meet and talk with the author (but that is another story) 
who has been blind since his late teens/early twenties.

So, like Jason in the end, I also did not think that The Ultimate Gift was going to 
be $GREEN$, because he and I already understood that The Ultimate Gift, your 
life, is golden.

May your life and those around you be touched by your understanding of the 
meaning of this book.

Ray O.
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Work * Idleness * Laziness * Slothfulness

Old Testament

Warnings Against Folly
Proverbs 6:4-11

4 Allow no sleep to your eyes, 
       no slumber to your eyelids. 
5 Free yourself, like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter, 
       like a bird from the snare of the fowler. 
6 Go to the ant, you sluggard; 
       consider its ways and be wise! 
7 It has no commander, 
       no overseer or ruler, 
8 yet it stores its provisions in summer 
       and gathers its food at harvest. 
9 How long will you lie there, you sluggard? 
       When will you get up from your sleep? 
10 A little sleep, a little slumber, 
       a little folding of the hands to rest-
11 and poverty will come on you like a bandit 
       and scarcity like an armed man. [a]

Footnotes:
a.  Proverbs 6:11 Or like a vagrant / and scarcity like a beggar

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/#fen-NIV-16552a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/#en-NIV-16552
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The Gift of Money
For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil.

1 Timothy 6:10 NIV

…Give me  neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily 
bread.  Other wise I may have too much and disown you and say, 
‘Who is the Lord?’  Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor 
the name of my God. – Proverbs 30:8-9 

God know your needs.

“So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we 
drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’  For the pagans run after all these 
things, and your heavenly Father know that you need them.  But seek 
first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well.” Matthew 6: 31-33 NIV

“You cannot serve both God and Money.”
Matthew 6:24 NIV

“Watch out!  
Be on your guard against all kinds of greed, 

a man’s life does not consist in the 
abundance of his possessions.”

Luke 12:15 NIV

You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands 
have produced this wealth for me.”  But  remember the Lord your 
God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so 
confirms his covenant….

Deuteronomy 8:17-18 NIV
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One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, 
but comes to poverty.

Proverbs 11:24 NIV

The righteous care about justice for the poor,
but the wicked have no such concern.

Proverbs 29:7 NIV

The wicked borrow and do not repay, 
but the righteous give generously.

Psalm 37:31 NIV

Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, when it is in your 
power to act. Do not say to your neighbor, “Come back later; I’ll give 
it to you tomorrow” – when you now have it with you.

Proverbs 3:27-28 NIV

But for me, my feet had almost slipped; I had nearly lost my foothold.  
For I envied the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.

Psalm 73:2-3 NIV

The blessing of the Lord brings wealth,
and adds no trouble to it.

Proverbs 10:22 NIV

MAKE ALL YOU CAN - SAVE ALL YOU CAN
GIVE ALL YOU CAN

John Wesley













Bible Basics…                                                         The Ultimate Gift Study Guide20

7 Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom. 
       Though it cost all you have, get understanding.

– Proverbs 4:7

15 The way of a fool seems right to him, 
       but a wise man listens to advice.

– Proverbs 12:15 

20 He who walks with wise men will be wise, 
      But the companion of fools will be destroyed.

– Proverbs 13:20 New King James

7 Stay away from a foolish man, 
       for you will not find knowledge on his lips. 
8 The wisdom of the prudent is to give thought to their ways, 
       but the folly of fools is deception. 
9 Fools mock at making amends for sin, 
       but goodwill is found among the upright.
       – Proverbs 14:7-9

16 A wise man fears and departs from evil, 
      But a fool rages and is self-confident.

– Proverbs 14:16

5 A fool spurns his father's discipline, 
       but whoever heeds correction shows prudence.

– Proverbs 15:5

21 Folly delights a man who lacks judgment, 
       but a man of understanding keeps a straight course.  

– Proverbs 15:21
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19 Wisdom makes one wise man more powerful 
       than ten rulers in a city. 
20 There is not a righteous man on earth 
       who does what is right and never sins. 
21 Do not pay attention to every word people say, 
       or you may hear your servant cursing you-
22 for you know in your heart 
       that many times you yourself have cursed others. 
23 All this I tested by wisdom and I said, 
       "I am determined to be wise"—
       but this was beyond me.
       – Ecclesiastes 7:19-23 

A Time for Everything
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

1 There is a time for everything, 
       and a season for every activity under heaven: 

2 a time to be born and a time to die, 
       a time to plant and a time to uproot, 

3 a time to kill and a time to heal, 
       a time to tear down and a time to build, 

4 a time to weep and a time to laugh, 
       a time to mourn and a time to dance, 

5 a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, 
       a time to embrace and a time to refrain,

6 a time to search and a time to give up, 
       a time to keep and a time to throw away, 

7 a time to tear and a time to mend, 
       a time to be silent and a time to speak, 

8 a time to love and a time to hate, 
       a time for war and a time for peace.
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The Gift of Problems
… If God is for us, who can be against us?

Romans 8:31

2Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many 
kinds, 3because you know that the testing of your faith develops 
perseverance. 4Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be 
mature and complete, not lacking anything.  

12Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has 
stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised 
to those who love him.   – James 1:2-4,12

6Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7And the 
peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. – Philippians 4:6-7

7Turn all your troubles over to him, because he cares for you and is 
watching over you. 
1 Peter 5:7 Worldwide English Version 

“The very hairs of your head are all numbered.”
Matthew 10:30

So, if you are depressed by worry, instead of brooding on yourself and 
your woes, fill your mind with the Lord and all His works.  You will 
not remain depressed for long: 3Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee. – Isaiah 26:3 

16So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. 
Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 
17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has 
gone, the new has come!

– 2 Corinthians 5:16-17 
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The Gift of Laughter

Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, 
all the earth: 

make a loud noise, 
and rejoice, 

and sing praise.
Psalms 98:4

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your 
gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends 
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.  – Philippians 4:4-7 NIV



http://www.carlmarsalis.net/
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Smiling is infectious; 
you catch it like the flu, 
when someone smiled 

at me today, 
I started smiling too.  

I passed around the corner 
and someone saw my grin 
when he smiled I realized 

I’d passed it on to him.

I thought about that smile 
then I realized its worth, 

a single smile, 
just like mine 

could travel around the earth.
So, if you feel a smile begin, 

don’t leave it undetected, 
let’s start an epidemic quick, 
and get the world infected!

Your smile, your good deeds don’t just go around the corner, 
they travel through all eternity!
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A Prayer For This Day
Prayer of Hope

O God we pray this day:

For all who have a song they cannot sing,

For all who have a burden the cannot bear,

For all who live in chains they cannot break,

For all who wander homeless and cannot return,

For those who wait for loved ones in vain,

For those who live with hunger

and for those who will not share their bread,      

For those whose words of love are locked within their hearts,

and for those who long to hear those words.

Love us, O God, and fill our hearts with courage and hope.

Reveal through us the power of your magnificent grace 

as we live out the faith of Christ.

Amen
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The Gift of Love
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 NASB

1If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have 
love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 

2If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all 
knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, 
but do not have love, I am nothing. 

3And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, 
and if I surrender my body to be burned, 
but do not have love, it profits me nothing. 

4Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag 
and is not arrogant, 

5does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, 
is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, 

6does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 

7(Love) bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 
all things. 

8Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done 
away; if there are tongues, they will cease; 
if there is knowledge, it will be done away. 

9For we know in part and we prophesy in part; 

10but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away. 

11When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, think like a child, 
reason like a child; when I became a man, 
I did away with childish things. 

12For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I 
know in part, but then I will know fully just as I also have been fully 
known. 

13But now faith, hope, love, abide these three; 
but the greatest of these is love.           






